wouden bridges spanned the river. The houses
were of timber, well-built, with two or three storeys.
Most of them had pretty little gardens, and many
of them had canals with pleasure-boats, communi-
cating with the lakes. The islands in the lakes were
well laid out in delightful gardens, as were also the
sides of the hills around, from which *beautiful views
could be obtained of the town, river, canals, lakes,
islands and gardens. Then, a$ now, the Shalimar
gardens, with their canals, fountains, summer-
houses, poplar avenues, and carpets of emerald turf,
made an unerring appeal to lovers of nature and art*
The rivalry of Kashmiri and Mughal poets in their
artificial exaggerations did not much impress the
French philosopher But he was free to confess that
he was charmed with Kashmir,** the Paradise of the
ladies/* " In truth", he says, "the kingdom
surpasses in beauty all that my warm imagination
had anticipated. It is probably unequalled by any
country of the same extent
He admired also the people of Kashmir, tfaeir
cleat complexions and fine forms and the Isesuty
of their women- The Kashmiris were noted for
intelligence and wit, and in poetry and the sciences
they were not inferior to the Persians, Ifaey
were also active and industrious. and
were excellent craftsmen. Their staple manufac-
ture was shawls, which made the trade of
the country, filled it with wealth, and gave employ-
ment even to little children. Them were two kinds
manufactured; one wifeh the wool of the country,